
The Golden Rule of Graphing: You must ALWAYS use more than half of your graph on EACH axis. 

Does your graph need a break? 

YES NO 

Find the highest value for your data set. Subtract the highest and lowest values for that 

axis to find the range. 

Divide this number by how many lines 

are on the axis. 

You may round up (NOT down) to find 

a “workable” scale. 

Divide this range by how many lines are 

on the axis. 

You may round up (NOT down) to find 

a “workable” scale. 

Does it use at least half of your graph? 

YES 

NO 

You are now ready to plot your points. Does it need a break? 

NO 

YES 

Follow path above to make a break... Use a smaller scale to spread out your numbers. 


